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Introduction 

I always wanted to write a book. I’ve always had a lot of ideas and thoughts that I 

felt if I dedicated enough diligence to them I could create something I’m proud of. 

With this book I can promise you I’m very proud of what I’ve written. I think with 

being very proud of what I’ve written, you can be assured I’m giving you quality 

content, which you of course will determine of how much quality it was with how 

much you read it. 

You’re reading the words of a kid who grew up never being too interested in 

Christianity or anything to do with faith. As a matter of fact, I hated going to 

church on Sundays and hated the scriptural studies that my parents would have 

with us after church. Skipping a Sunday service and staying home was one of the 

best joys in the world during my childhood.  It’s hilarious to think that I’m the 

author of this book. 

This goes to show you never know where your journey will lead you. You never 

know the things that your mind will think one day. It’s my hope the words in this 

book open your mind to all of the possibilities you may never have imagined. I can 

tell you that I’ve thought long and hard about these things over the course of my 

life. I’ve gone back and forth and back and forth again. 

Perhaps this is the nature of reaching our highest understanding of our faith. To 

continually wrestle and grapple with the text we have before us. Through this 

literary walk we take together, it’s my belief you will be better equipped to 

understand what you’re reading in that big book of stories and teachings. I’m 

hopeful you’ll find greater meaning in your faith that will challenge you to dig 

deeper in developing your connection with God. 
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Now I know you might have thought in some way or another, “What makes this 

person think they can title their book, “The Best Guide to Interpreting Scripture”? 

That’s a great question, and one you would probably find many reasons to say I 

should have no reason to think that. I don’t have a Ph.D. in Religion (though I do 

have a Philosophy degree), I’ve never been the pastor of any church, and I’ve 

never even read all of the scripture before (The Old Testament is very long). 

Perhaps I did it just because I knew it would get your attention. But jokes aside, 

you would either A. Read this book eager to humble me in my thinking, or B. you 

would be curious enough to see if there was something of value in what I’ve 

written. 

How about we do this? Take a walk with me on this trail of scripture for a little 

while, and whenever you feel like it, you’re free to turn back around at any point 

by clicking that X to close this writing and not open it again. With all of that said, I 

didn’t feel the need for a long introduction. I’m sure you would rather we just cut 

to the chase. Thank you for your support, and enjoy! 
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Chapter 1: My First Time Reading Scripture 

Do you remember your first time trying to read scripture? I’m guessing it was 

pretty confusing for you. When I first tried to read scripture regularly, I don’t think 

I could understand any of it. I found myself trying to answer the question, “What 

does this mean?” “What is the deeper message I’m supposed to interpret from 

this?” 

When I went to church growing up, the sermons usually had a particular formula. 

A preacher would walk around on stage and raise a topic to the audience. They 

would read a few verses from a passage of someone’s life or an event that 

happened, and then they would give their deeper meaning behind those verses that 

answered the topic. I saw this formula done by television preachers as well like 

Pastor Charles Stanley or Bishop TD Jakes. This style of understanding scripture is 

what’s generally referred to as “reading into the text”. 

 But is it “reading into the text”, or putting our own ideas into the text? The ideas 

that some preachers come up with are creative, but they still aren’t ideas that are 

stated in the verses. And if it’s not specifically stated within the verse or passage, 

then it doesn’t seem conclusive that’s what God was meaning. Deep down inside 

that was always confusing to me. That people would come up with their own 

personal interpretations and speak with loud confidence that was what God 

revealed to them as truth. 

 But can there be one way to really understand scripture? Maybe not, but I do think 

I can tell you one way that you come the closest to a clear as daylight 
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understanding of scripture. But it’s going to require you to do a few things before 

we start going on this scripture walk.  

The first thing you’ll have to do is to put aside everything you were ever taught 

was the right thing to believe about your faith. Whatever ideas you were raised to 

believe or whatever teachings you were told the first time you became a Christian, 

put it all in a jar, and label it “confirmation bias”. The reason I want you to label it 

that is to remind you that you have a bias to that thinking, which means you’re 

going to have a tendency to use whatever you see to confirm your original 

understanding that’s in that jar. It’s in that moment you have to avoid the tendency 

to grab that jar and remove that lid. You have to stare that label and remember 

that’s your bias. 

Second thing you’ll have to do is come to the following agreement with me for the 

rest of this walk. Any idea we pick up on this trail of scripture that we decide to put 

in what we’ll call our conclusion jar, we’ll only put it in that jar if the idea is 

directly stated in the text. Think of it like if we were looking at book of plants to 

collect only the plants to put in our plant jar that are in the book. So based on that 

analogy, any idea on this trail of scripture that’s not in our book of scripture, we 

don’t put that idea in our conclusion jar.   

If you agree to that, we can begin. We’re going to walk through a series of verses. 

By the time we get through all of them, the way you read scripture may never be 

the same again. And I mean that in the most amazing way possible. 
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Chapter 2: Context 

Jeremiah 29:11 states, “11 For I know the plans that I [h]have for you,’ declares the 

LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. This 

is a popular verse that’s quoted a lot in Christian circles. It’s used as an 

encouragement that God is going to give good things to Christians in due time.  

While there’s a good intention in using this verse as an encouragement, this verse 

isn’t applied to Christians at all. This is an important lesson for understanding 

scripture accurately. In order to understand what a verse is meaning, you have to 

take into consideration what the other verses around it are saying.  

When you read the other verses around that verse, you get the full picture of what 

was meant. This is what’s understood as context. There are verses that many of us 

as Christians never take out of context because we know that’s not the full picture 

of God’s Word. One clear example would be 1 John 4:8. 

1 John 4:8 states, “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 

love.” Now looking at this verse alone, what would you conclude about 

Christianity? My guess is you would conclude that Christianity is all about love, 

and that doing or saying anything that comes across as “unloving” would be 

wrong.  

Understanding this verse based on the words in this verse alone can lead to many 

false implications. It can falsely imply acceptance of certain sins because one could 

go back to the line, “God is love”. Sins such as two people engaging in pre-marital 

sex out of love or two people engaging in a same-sex relationship out of love could 

all be falsely argued as acceptable based on the phrase “God is love”. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29#fen-NASB-19647h
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In order not to fall for these false implications we have to understand the verse in 

context. Looking at the verses after 1 John 4:8, it speaks of the love of God 

manifesting in us by living through Christ, and that Christ is the propitiation for 

our sins. This love of God is love that grants us forgiveness of sins. With that 

granting of forgiveness, there’s a responsibility to live according to the 

righteousness that God lovingly desires of us. This context shows us the true love 

that God is.  

The verses around Jeremiah 29:11 show us the true meaning of that verse too. One 

of the most helpful places to look when understanding a verse is the beginning of 

the chapter the verse is in. Let’s look at Jeremiah 29:1. 

 

Jeremiah 29:1 “Now these are the words of the letter which Jeremiah the prophet 

sent from Jerusalem to the rest of the elders of the exile, the priests, the prophets 

and all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to 

Babylon.” 

 

Think for a moment. Don’t scroll beyond this paragraph until you’ve thought 

about this for yourself and you’re ready to read on. I don’t want you to just believe 

what I’m telling you. Here are the questions I have for you. What do your eyes 

read in this verse? What are the words in this verse specifically informing us about 

this chapter? 

 

Alright, I hope you thought of that answer for yourself first. I’m going to explain 

this now. What this verse appears to tell us is that this letter, and all the words in 
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this chapter, are all directed to the elders of the exile, the priests, the prophets, and 

all the people who were taken into exile by Nebuchadnezzar. So who is this not 

directed to? (Think again before you read further…) 

 

 

 

 

 

If you answered Christians, you’re beginning to learn something very powerful. 

But even if you didn’t answer Christians, you’re still going to pick up something 

very powerful. So this verse is not directed to Christians. The verse in Jeremiah 

29:11 about plans of welfare, a future, a hope has nothing to do with us. 

I’m going to show you even more how much this verse does not apply to 

Christians. Jeremiah 15:11 states, “15 Because you have said, ‘The LORD has raised 

up prophets for us in Babylon’”— Question, are you in Babylon? I know that I’m 

not in Babylon. If I’m not in Babylon, and you’re not in Babylon, then this is 

further proof that this verse is talking about a specific circumstance in time and a 

specific people. 

The more you understand this, the more you’ll be to take to heart what is directed 

to Christians for instruction and guidance. There’s so much already directed to us 

in the New Testament we don’t need to take verses out of context from stories that 

aren’t directed to us. What you can however do with those verses not directed to 

Christians, is understand the connection between God and man. Through this 
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particular verse we see God’s expression of loyalty to the people of Israel. Seeing 

His desire of goodness for the people of Israel gives us an example of His desire of 

goodness for man throughout scripture. 

It can be reasonable to ponder patterns that are throughout scripture. But to 

misunderstand the specific statement of the verse as directed to us misses the story 

of the passage and distorts the teachings of scripture, which there is a pattern of 

condemnation that we will see later in Chapter 4. But there are many deeper things 

that can be known by reading verses in context, and we’ll understand this more as 

we walk through the next verses. 
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Chapter 3: Observe All Chapters 

Philippians 4:13 states, “13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 

This is probably one of the most commonly cited verses in Christian circles. Most 

usually cite this verse believing that this means they can do whatever they want in 

life. They can have whatever they want in life. It’s understandable to have this 

reasoning only based on reading this verse. It literally says “I can do all things”. 

But without understanding this verse in context, there’s a much more powerful 

meaning that’s completely missed.  

The first thing you have to consider once again is the verses around the verse. 

Philippians 4:12 states, “12 I know how to get along with humble means, and I also 

know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the 

secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering 

need.” Prior to verse 13 Apostle Paul was talking about how to live in all 

circumstances good or bad.  

Let’s look at verse 14. “14 Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my 

affliction.” There’s a big clue in this verse. I want you to think about it before I tell 

you. Once you’ve thought about this for a while you can keep on reading…  
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Alright, I hope you thought about it. The clue in this verse is the phrase “in my 

affliction”. What affliction is Apostle Paul talking about? Sometimes you need to 

remember what the beginning of a book discussed for context. Let’s look back at 

Philippians 1 in verse 12-14.  

“12 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for 

the greater progress of the gospel, 13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ 

has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone 

else, 14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my 

imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.” 

As you can see in these verses, at the time Paul was writing this letter to the 

Philippians, he was in prison. This adds an extra layer to the verses in the chapter. 

Paul isn’t writing this letter in the midst of pursuing personal goals of prosperity. 

Paul is writing this in the midst of harsh conditions he’s enduring. This emphasizes 

what the verses around verse 13 we looked at were talking about.  

I can do all things through Him who strengthens me is not about us being able to 

achieve whatever we desire in life. It’s about being able to live through all 

circumstances good or bad in life through Christ. When we look at the verses 

around a verse, and we connect a verse with the things said in prior chapters of a 

book, we get a fuller understanding of what these verses mean. We get a fuller 

understanding of what God is telling us. 
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Chapter 4: Pronoun Designation 

John 15:5 states, “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I 

in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” If this verse 

was quoted to you when you were sitting in on a sermon or in a group study, I’m 

guessing you were probably told that you were the branch in this verse. That if you 

abide in Jesus, you will bear much fruit. While that sounds very nice, which many 

times when people quote verses out of context they do so in a way that’s favorable 

to the listeners, we still have to ask is it accurate to the context of the verses? 

Now you may be thinking, what’s the big deal? So what if people think they bear 

fruit if they abide in Christ? Well it’s actually a mountain of a big deal to God. 

Before we unwrap the present of this magnificent verse, let’s look at the list of 

verses. For time purposes I won’t be explaining context, but this is your 

opportunity to put the methods I’ve taught you into practice. 

Deuteronomy 4:2 “You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor 

take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God 

which I command you.” 

Deuteronomy 12:32 “Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you 

shall not add to nor take away from it.” 

Pro 30:6 “Do not add to His words Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved 

a liar.” 

Mark 7:6-9 "And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, 

as it is written: 

‘This people honors Me with their lips, 
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But their heart is far away from Me. 

7 ‘But in vain do they worship Me, 

Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’ 

8 Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men.” 

9 He was also saying to them, “You are experts at setting aside the commandment 

of God in order to keep your tradition." 

1 Cor 4:6 “Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and 

Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, 

so that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.” 

Gal 1:9 “As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to 

you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” 

Col 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 

deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles 

of the world, rather than according to Christ.” 

2 Thes 2:15 “So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you 

were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.” 

2 Thes 3:6 “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according 

to the tradition which you received from us.” 

2 Thes 3:14 “If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note 

of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.” 
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1 Timothy 1:3 “As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at 

Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines,” 

1 Timothy 4:1 “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away 

from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,” 

2 Timothy 1:13 “What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, 

with faith and love in Christ Jesus.” 

2 Peter 2:1 “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also 

be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even 

denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon 

themselves.” 

2 Peter 3:16 “as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which 

are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as 

they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.” 

1 John 2:24 "As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. 

If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son 

and in the Father." 

2 John 1:9 "Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, 

does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and 

the Son." 

Rev 22:18 “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: 

if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this 

book;” 
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Now I know what you might be thinking. Wait a second; this verse is talking about 

this specifically or that specifically. Yes, I’m aware some of these verses are 

referring to other specific things in context. The point in showing you all of these 

verses was to paint a picture of a pattern throughout scripture, just as we talked 

about is reasonable to do in Chapter 2. That pattern is one of sticking to exactly 

what scripture specifically states and not going far beyond that.  

There are preachers who tend to create their own Christian teachings through 

inserting their own ideas on a verse. They ignore what the other verses around the 

verse are stating which provides the accurate understanding. I would challenge any 

preacher who does that to show me their list of verses that tell us that’s how we 

should understand scripture. 

Is there any pattern of verses in scripture that tell us to just read into the text to 

understand its meaning? I can tell you I don’t know of any. But I do know of the 

verses above that express to us to stick to understanding scripture as close to the 

way it’s written as possible. And as you see in some of these verses God is very 

much against this, saying he would bring plagues on people in one instance and 

would not consider us as abiding in Him. 

Now that I’ve sobered you to the seriousness of this, let’s return to John 15:5. To 

refresh our memories, John 15:5 states, “I am the vine, you are the branches; he 

who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do 

nothing.” An important thing to consider any time you read a verse that says “you” 

is a term I call pronoun designation. 

We touched on this lesson a little bit in the first verse we interpreted in this book. 

To dive deeper into this concept, pronoun designation as I define it means to 

understand who a pronoun is specifically talking about. Often we can make the 
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mistake of assuming every “you” in a verse is referring to you and me. But a lot of 

times “you” is referring to a specific character spoken to or a specific group spoken 

to.  

The few times a “you” can be understood as applying to Christians as a whole is if 

there are things being said that can be generalized to all Christians. Here are two 

quick examples. The first set of verses can be directed to all Christians. The second 

set verses cannot be directed to all Christians. 

 

 

Philippians 2:14-15 “14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so that 

you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above 

reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you 

appear as lights in the world,” Now the “you” is being directed to the Philippian 

church, but all Christians should do things without grumbling or disputing because 

we’re children of God just like these people were. 

Philippians 4:15-16 “15 You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first 

preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the 

matter of giving and receiving but you alone; 16 for even in Thessalonica you sent 

a gift more than once for my needs.” The “you” in this verse is again referring to 

the Philippian church but just them specifically because none of us were alive at 

the time giving Apostle Paul any gifts. 

As you can see, you have to read these verses carefully on a case by case basis. 

This goes for any “we” or “us” you see as well. Just because you see a group 
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pronoun does not automatically mean it’s referring to Christians. We’ll see that in 

a future verse we walk towards on this journey. 

But now we can finish up our walk through John 15:5. The way we do this is to 

understand who the “I” was and who the “you” was in this verse. The preceding 

chapter and this chapter show us that Jesus is speaking to the Apostles. The “I” is 

referring to Jesus. Verse 26 probably gives the clearest indication, which states, 

“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the 

Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,”  

The “you” is referring to the Apostles. Verse 27 is the clearest indication of that, 

because the “you” being Christians in this verse would be impossible. Verse 27 

states, “and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the 

beginning.” The Apostles were with Jesus from the beginning, and thus every 

“you” in this chapter is referring to them.  

So to conclude our understanding of verse 15, Jesus is the vine, and the Apostles 

are the branches, and if they abided in Him, they would bear fruit. You’re probably 

wondering what the fruit is. Someone once told me it was referring to Christians. I 

also think it could possibly refer to any good works that glorify God. Nonetheless, 

it is clear who the vine and the branches are.  



19 
 

Chapter 5: Bursting Your Bubble 

Have a seat. Let’s stop walking down this trail of scripture for a minute. I want us 

to open our eyes a little wider. I want to help you take off your shades that show 

everything to you in the black and white colors of tradition. The way I’m going to 

do that, is I’m going to burst your bubble on things that have never existed in 

scripture.  

When you see a lot of what you may have believed about your faith is just human 

traditions, this can free your mind from its cage to explore the world of your faith 

in a more authentic way. I hope these thoughts can encourage you to put 

everything you were ever taught under a microscope again. You can look at all 

those teachings up close and see if it fits with what scripture states in context. 

Let’s start with something as simple as prayer. Did you know there’s no verse that 

tells you to clasp your hands in order to pray? What you might find even more 

surprising, is there’s no verse that even tells you to close your eyes to pray. You 

never noticed this before? My friend, we’re just scratching the surface. 

Don’t be scared, we’re going to go a little deeper. Why do we have 

denominations? We have Baptists, Methodists, Pentecostals and so many more. 

Are those in scripture? No. People have chosen to accept centuries old group 

formations for no reason other than that’s what they’ve always done. But shouldn’t 

we have a reason more than that? Shouldn’t our reasons for our beliefs and our 

practices of our faith be based in what God tells us in scripture? 

We’re getting pretty high up this tree of knowledge, but let’s climb even higher. 

There’s no verse that tells us when a Christian dies they go straight to heaven. Now 

I know a bunch of different people are either saying “What!?” or “Wrong!” after 
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they just read that. But before you dismiss me, read what I said carefully. Let me 

repeat it. There’s no verse that states when a Christian dies, keyword “when” 

meaning a particular time period, they go straight to heaven. Not saying that 

Christians don’t go to heaven eventually, just not when you’ve always been taught 

they do. It’s important we ask ourselves, are we going to believe what we’ve 

always been taught, or are we going to follow what the scripture seems to state in 

places like 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17. 

“13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are 

asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who 

have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that 

we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those 

who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always 

be with the Lord.” 

Now many try to cite different examples like the thief on the cross, but we’re 

talking about a Christian specifically here (meaning from the beginning of when 

the first ones were saved by the Gospel of Christ in Acts 2:38). Any example 

someone shows of a Christian going to heaven when they die isn’t keeping in mind 

that verse they’re pointing at is not specifically a Christian in the context of when 

they were first saved by the Gospel, or that it’s not specifically stating or showing 

in any explicit way the person came from death to heaven instantly. 
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A few other nuggets in this tree, there’s no verse that states Christians day of 

worship is Sunday (or Saturday), no verse that states that the devil was ever an 

angel, and no verse that states that Christians are required to tithe. 

Through all of these things you may be surprised to hear, I’m trying to get you to 

look back at every belief you collected in your Christian walk. What verses did you 

think supported the belief you put in your conclusion jar? Did the verse state in 

exact words that belief you concluded? Does the context of that verse show it’s 

focusing on something else other than the idea you put on to the text? 

Let me burst one more bubble before we climb down this tree of knowledge and 

start walking our scripture trail again. You may or may not have noticed I never 

call scripture by the word “Bible”. You know why? Scripture is never referred to 

once in any verse as “Bible”. How’s that for a bubble bursting? 
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Chapter 6: The Narrative Lesson 

John 14:12 states, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that 

I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the 

Father.”  

It was either 2011 or 2012. I was sitting in a circle at a Bible study with some 

friends. The leader of the Bible study recited this verse and asked people what they 

thought about. I distinctly remember one person saying something to the effect of, 

“It’s hard to believe that we’re going to do greater things than Jesus did. That’s a 

lot of pressure.” 

This was a textbook case of making any “you” in scripture be referring to 

Christians as a whole. But something else you have to remember when you’re 

reading scripture is a lot of the books are narratives. What is a narrative? A 

narrative is the story of something. Are you familiar with the story of the three 

little pigs? The wolf walks to each pig’s house and says to each pig, “If you don’t 

come out, I’m going to huff and puff and blow your house down”. 

The “you” in each case is the pig. You understand that from remembering the 

characters that were introduced in the story from the beginning. Similarly, when 

you follow the story of the gospel from the beginning, the characters are 

introduced and you follow the dialogue between the characters referring to 

themselves with the pronouns. Thus is the case, when you follow from the previous 

chapters where you see Jesus is starting conversation with the Apostles, you 

continue to follow with that understanding in this chapter, knowing there’s a still 

conversation happening between Jesus and the Apostles, and all pronouns are 

referencing them.  
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You get this understanding even more when you consider the rest of the story after 

Jesus told the Apostles, greater works you will do than I. The question to ask then 

is, did the Apostles do greater works than Jesus? Well, they spread the Gospel 

around the world, wrote letters that are read to this day, and practically built the 

Christian religion. Would you say this would be a pretty good fit in the “greater 

works” shoe that Jesus said they would fill? I would say very much so. 

Verse 19 gives us the clearest indication it can absolutely not work to assume the 

“you” is referring to you or me. Verse 19 states, “19 After a little while the world 

will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.” 

Think about this. It states, “the world will no longer see me”. Meaning he’s 

currently being seen in that moment of that chapter. Meaning this is talking about a 

past event, and proves beyond a shadow of doubt, this is Jesus talking to his 

Apostles, and is not referring to Christians at all. 

**Closing tip: Some group pronouns within narratives should be pondered 

carefully to see if the instruction might be directed to people in general. But 

always make sure that it’s supported by other verses in scripture.  
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Chapter 7: Always Read Carefully 

2 Corinthians 4:8 “we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but 

not despairing;”  

At this point you could probably lead us through the rest of this trail of scripture. 

I’ve given you just about all the tools you need to build your understanding of faith 

on the foundation of scripture. Though I will help you here still because this is 

probably one of the trickier paths we’re walking down. At first glance you could be 

forgiven for thinking this verse is about Christians.  

You see the group pronoun “we”, you see this is a letter written to the Christian 

church at Corinth, and tying these facts together would make you think this is 

about Christians. But here’s the tricky thing. Just because you see a group pronoun 

used even in a letter written to Christians, does not mean that group pronoun is 

talking about Christians. Let me say this again. A group pronoun used even in a 

letter written to Christians does not mean that group pronoun is talking about 

Christians. 

I’m telling you this was one of the most mind-blowing discoveries I’ve come upon 

in all my years of walking down this path I’m taking you on. And you might be 

thinking right now, well if the “we” isn’t referring to Christians in this verse, than 

whom is the “we” referring to? That’s a very good question. As always, if we open 

our eyes just a little bit wider to everything else around what we’re focusing on, we 

can see the bigger picture of what we’re looking at. 

Let’s re-read this verse and this time we’re going to read all the way down to verse 

12. 2 Corinthians 4:8-12 states, “8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
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destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life 

of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are constantly 

being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 

manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but life in you.” 

Now I’ll give you a hint. Verse 12 is where you figure out who the group pronoun 

is referring to. Read the verse; think about the words in the verse. There are two 

pronouns used here, a group pronoun and a singular pronoun. First question, who 

is the singular pronoun? Who is the “you”? 

Well, we know this is a letter, right? Meaning this is written to someone, yes? So 

that someone is the “you”, and the “you” is the Corinthian Christians. So if the 

“you” is the Corinthian Christians being written to, then that only leaves one 

conclusion for the “us”, and thus the group pronouns used in this passage prior to 

this verse, which is the two names given to us at the start of this letter in 2 

Corinthians 1:1. 

Apostle Paul and Brother Timothy. 

So even when you see a “we” or and “us”, that does not necessarily mean it’s 

referring to “we” and “us” as Christians. You have to look at these things under a 

microscope, and consider based on what’s being said around the verses whether the 

author is referring to themselves and the person they’re with at the time. All of this 

is helping you to gain an even greater understanding of scripture than you may 

have ever had before. Through greater understanding, you gain greater connection 

with God. 
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Chapter 8: One Verse Doesn’t Define Christian Beliefs 

You’ve been reading all of these words and as you’ve read these words you’ve 

probably started to recognize a pattern. The pattern you’ve recognized is one verse 

doesn’t define Christian beliefs as a whole. Even the most famous one verse in all 

of Christianity doesn’t define Christian beliefs as a whole. You probably know the 

book, chapter, and verse of the one I’m thinking of without me even quoting it. 

The one we see on the church signs, the bumper sticker we see on the cars, and so 

on. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

Even this one verse doesn’t define Christian beliefs as a whole. You’re probably 

thinking that’s the basics of the story of Christ and how one becomes a Christian. 

But this one verse alone doesn’t tell how we believe we were given Christ, does it? 

This one verse alone doesn’t tell about the necessity of repentance in having 

eternal life among other necessary factors, does it? 

So if even the most often quoted verse does not amount to the whole of Christian 

belief, how much more should you not make any verse the sole conclusion of a 

Christian belief? 

Perhaps a whole lot!  

Understanding what it means to be a Christian requires a continual understanding 

of all the verses around us in our scripture walk. If we disregard one verse by 

putting more weight of value on another verse, we miss a piece of the puzzle that 

gives the whole picture God wants us to see. And you know what; this is actually 

what makes scripture reading FUN! The continual pursuit of putting together this 

elaborate puzzle that God has given us. 
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When I’ve been in discussions with people on my Fact Based Truth blog, you 

know what’s always the most fun for me? It’s when someone only cites to me a 

few select verses from different books, and tells me how wrong I am about what 

I’ve written. One, because I know I’ll be able to find the real meaning of the verses 

they cited to me when I look at the context, and two, I know that I’m about to 

make someone think a little bit harder next time they challenge my conclusions. 

And while it makes me chuckle to some extent, it is a bit disappointing as well. I 

think we have a culture in our Christian faith of wanting to be right in whatever 

what we want to believe. We have a hard time exercising the humility of being 

wrong because we make it a challenge to our identity. Because our beliefs 

essentially are our identity, and no one wants to feel like who they are and what 

they’ve always thought things to be have all been a lie. For some this would be a 

huge blow to their sense of self. 

But it shouldn’t. 

I’ve changed my mind many times over the course of my Christian walk. I’ve had 

to be humble in admitting I was wrong. I’m sure even after writing all of this I’ll 

have to admit I’m wrong and change my mind about something again. But the 

result isn’t the destruction of my identity; the result is the construction of my 

identity. I’m building a more authentic version of myself than I’ve ever built in my 

life. 

If you’ve observed today’s pop culture Christianity over the last few years, the 

culture has shifted towards wanting something more real. You have megachurches 

and televangelists trying to reach people in saying we’re not like those fake stuffy 

churches of the past. We’re real flawed human beings opening the door to other 

real flawed humans to seek a real connection with God. Well this is it right here. If 



28 
 

we want the realest most authentic connection with God, then we must open up 

that scripture and really get to know Him through understanding His Word in 

context. 

And as you do that, this isn’t going to be a destruction of your identity; this is 

going to be an awakening of your identity to the one God wanted you to have all 

along. 
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Closing Thoughts 

We walked this journey together as strangers. You were skeptical but curious to 

see where we would go in this walk. I hope as we’ve gotten to know each other 

and as you’ve allowed me to plant seeds of thought in the garden of your mind, 

you’ve come to trust me a little. If some of the things I said sound like they made a 

lot of sense. 

That trust you’ve placed in my hand I take as seriously as a person holding a 

newborn baby. I want to make sure it’s safe, clothed, fed, and nurtured in the best 

way possible by giving you my humble, thoughtful, honest conclusion of things.  

In that spirit, I’d be remiss if I didn’t touch on the most important thing of all as it 

relates to our faith, which is salvation.  

Growing up I was taught to pray a prayer and I would be saved. You may be 

familiar with it from televangelists or pastors you’ve listened to. It would go along 

the lines of “Dear God, I believe Jesus died on the cross. I want to be forgiven of 

my sins. Please become my Lord and Savior. Amen.”  

The challenging of this teaching was the first domino to fall in becoming 

enlightened in my Christian beliefs. It blew my mind to realize I was not saved as I 

had thought I was for so long, and the house of my mind opened the blinds of my 

windows for the very first time. Like the allegory of the cave, I could see things 

that were not what I’d always thought they were because I only saw the shadows in 

the cave. But it’s so hard to believe beyond those shadows if that’s all you’ve ever 

seen. 

It’d be like telling an indigenous tribe in Brazil about cars and planes. They would 

laugh in your face, think you were crazy, and dismiss you unless you actually 
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walked them out of their own land and let them see with their own two eyes. In this 

reality of forming your own beliefs, you have to be ready for when you find 

yourself standing on a ledge with not many people standing by you. There are 

many who’ve not ventured outside of their caves that will minimize and belittle 

your beliefs out of wanting to maintain their identity attached to their traditions. 

And before you think I’m saying that’s everyone, I’m not. I don’t think that’s 

everyone. I do think some people can disagree on some things on the basis of valid 

arguments that another person just happens to lean towards the other direction as 

being more plausible. But remember, arguments are only valid if they follow the 

formula we’ve learned together. Specific statements in a verse, making sure those 

verses are being understood in context, and believing what all the verses in 

scripture state. If a suggestion of a teaching or belief does not follow that formula, 

that argument is not valid. 

 And as I put that prayer salvation teaching to the test of that formula, it proved to 

be not valid as well. There is no verse that states if you pray a prayer you’ll be 

saved. There is a verse that people assume is stating that in Romans 10, but it’s not 

specifically stating that. What is specifically stated is in Mark 16:16, “He who has 

believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be 

condemned.” Belief + Baptism = Saved. No matter what you may say about the 

second part of the verse, which can be explained by understanding it in context 

with verse 15, you cannot ignore what that first statement says in verse 16. 

And in Acts 2:38 it states, “Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Repent + Baptism = Forgiveness of sins. 
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It was when I was shown this for the first time, and after investigating the issue for 

myself, I came to realize I was not saved. I then made the choice to believe, repent, 

get baptized, and I was saved. Thus I began a journey leading to us meeting in this 

walk we’ve taken in this book together. 

I would encourage you if you haven’t believed Jesus died for our sins, repented, 

and become baptized knowing it’s a part of receiving your salvation, please do so 

as soon as you can. 

As we end our walk we’ve taken together, even though we may or may not cross 

paths in the rest of this journey, you can know you’re not alone in being different. 

And remember, just because there are more people who may think something 

that’s different from what you think, doesn’t make them right, and shouldn’t make 

you less confident in your beliefs.  

Stand firm in what you know to be true, never waver in what you believe to be 

right, and always question everything. Peace to you all in Christ. 


